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Mission, and in many other places, the power of
acting and re-acting on the whites is still in force,
affecting the national character in a way which no
man could have foreseen, and no one will now
deny.

The Anglo-Saxon power of assimilation is very
great; but the Cheyenne and the Dakota present
to it, perhaps, the very hardest meal it has ever
been called upon to digest. The Anglo-Saxon has
not gone far in the process of eating up the red
man; yet he shows by a hundred signs the effect
of that indigestible meal upon his health. The
Indian fibre is exceedingly tough. Can any one
say whether, up to this moment, though the white
men have an easy mastery, the action of the white
men on the red has been stronger than that of the
red men on the white ?

Let those who think so come into these
western plains, into the lands where red and white
men live together, in anything but harmony. They
will find that each has acquired the other's vices;
that while the Indian has learned how to beat his
pale brother in debauchery, the white man has only
come to equal his red brother in ferocity and craft.
If the Yengee has taught the Indian to drink
whisky, the Indian has taught the Tengee to keep